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Animal Rabies in Bangkok and Collaboration of

Responsible Authority, 2009

Kitipat Sujitl, Sarayutth Kaewkalongz, Weera Thepsumethanona, Kemmaphat Boonyo4, Karoon Chanachai®

'Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP), Bureau of Epidemiology, Department of Disease Control, Ministry
of Public Health

’National Institute of Animal Health, Department of Livestock Development, Ministry of Agricultures and
cooperative

*Queen Saowabha Memorial Institute, The Thai Red Cross Society

*Bureau of Disease Control and Veterinary services, Department of Livestock Development, Ministry of
Agricultures and cooperative

Background: Rabies is a zoonotic disease which can affect many species of mammals. The most
commonly by a bite from an infected animal but occasionally by exposed saliva or scratch from
infected animal. Rabies virus is the type species of the Lyssavirus genus, causes acute encephalitis in
mammals. Thailand, rabies cause 8 human dead cases (2007), 15 cases (2008). Because unclear stray
dogs population, low vaccine coverage and delay report of animal rabies cases. Queen Saowabha
Memorial Institute and Department of Livestock Development initiate sharing animal rabies
information. The objective is share information for determine number of animal rabies cases,
characteristic of rabies spreading in community, characteristic of household that animals rabies
occurred and recommend prevent and control measure.

Methods: Visited Queen Saowabha Memorial Institute and National Institute of Animal Health.
Reviewed rabies laboratory results from 2007-2009. One hundred and forty two were confirmed in
2009. After visited for sharing information, rabies laboratory results were sent to Bureau of disease
control and veterinary services, Department of Livestock Development. Investigation and control
was promptly conducted after that. Convenience selected 30 household from rabies laboratory
record, visited and telephone interviewed for determine characteristic of household that rabies
occurred.

Results: Laboratory record, 142 samples had rabies positive result. 116 (81.69%) samples were
confirmed by Saowabha Memorials Institute. Pet animals were major groups (66.90%); dogs had
positive results 134 (84.37%) and 45(31.69%) had non-vaccination history. Positive samples were
sent from 26 district of Bangkok including Bang Kapi(19), Lad Phrao(19), Bangkuntian(12),
Bangken(10) , Wang Thong Lang(8) and others.

Thirty dog owners selected from laboratory record and interviewed. Determine characteristics;
median age of rabid dogs was 12 months (range 1-60 months), 29(96.7%) had non-vaccination
history and 27(90.0%) got disease by other dog bite. After their dogs showed rabies clinical sign,
10(34.5%) dogs and 13(44.8%) human were bitten.

Conclusions: Animal rabies was found in 52% (26/50) distract of Bangkok. Lad Phrao and Bang Kapi
had highest number. Stray dog and non vaccination pet dog were at risk to infected rabies and

spread disease. Investigation and control measure should be prompt after animal rabies reported
from laboratory.

Key words: Rabies, Rhabdovirus, Lyssavirus, Stray dog, Bangkok
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